Big Buts: Life Lessons Learned
Genesis 13-14
Pastor Steve
So Abram left Egypt and traveled north into the Negev, along with his wife and Lot
and all that they owned. (Abram was very rich in livestock, silver; and gold.) From the
Negev, they continued traveling by stages toward Bethel, and they pitched their tents
between Bethel and Ai, where they had camped before. This was the same place
where Abram had built the altar, and them he worshiped the Lord again.
Lot, who was traveling with Abram, had also become very wealthy with flocks of
sheep and goats, herds of cattle, and many tents. But the land could not support
both Abram and Lot with all their flocks and herds living so close together So
disputes broke out between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot. (At that time
Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land.)
Finally Abram said to Lot, “Lets not allow this conflict to come between us or our
herdsmen. After all, we are close relatives! The whole countryside is open to you.
Take your choice of any section of the land you want and we will separate. If you
want the land to the left, then I’ll take the land on the right. If you prefer the land on
the right then I’ll go to the left.’
Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley in the direction of Zoar
The whole area was well watered everywhere, like the garden of the Lord or the
beautiful land of Egypt. (rh/s was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.)
But Lot chose for himself the whole Jordan Valley to the east of them. He went them
with his flocks and servants and parted company with his uncle Abram. So Abram
settled in the land of Canaan, and Lot moved his tents to a place near Sodom and
settled among the cities of the plain. But the people of this area were extremely
wicked and constantly sinned against the Lord. Genesis 13:1-3 NLT
Lot Life “BUT” Lesson #1
Living in

to sin can lead to “buts” in our lives.

So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with
sexual immorality, impurity lust and evil desires. Don’t be greedy for a greedy
person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. Colossians 3:5 NLT
After Lot had gone, the Lord said to Abram, “Look as far as you can see in every
direction—north and south, east and west. lam giving all this land, as far as you can
see, to you and your descendants as a permanent possession. And I will give you so
many descendants that, like the dust of the earth, they cannot be counted! Go and
walk through the land in every direction, for I am giving it to you.” So Abram moved
his camp to Hebron and settled near the oak grove belonging to Mamre. Them he
built another altar to the Lord. Genesis 13:14-18 NLT
As it happened, the valley of the Dead Sea was filled with tar pits. And as the army of
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into the tar pits, while the rest
escaped into the mountains. The victorious invaders then plundered Sodom and
Gomorrah and headed for home, taking with them all the spoils of war and the food
supplies.
They also captured Lot—Abram’s nephew who lived in Sodom—and
carded off everything he owned. Genesis 14:10-12 NLT
Lot Life “BUT” Lesson #2
Compromising “buts” always have

But one of Lots men escaped and reported everything to Abram the Hebrew, who was
living near the oak grove belonging to Mamre the Amorite. Mamre and his relatives,
Eshcol and Aner, were Abram ‘sallies. Genesis 14:13 NLT
Lot Lifp “BUT” Lpccnn #S
Chose wisely who you”

“with.

So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing. I
Thessalonians 5:11 NLT
When Abram heard that his nephew had been taken prisoner, he lined up his servants,
all of them born in his household—there were 318 of them—and chased after the
captors all the way to Dan. Abram and his men split into small groups and attacked by
night. They chased them as far as Hobah, just north of Damascus. They recovered all
the plunder along with nephew Lot and his possessions, including the women and the
people. Genesis 14:14-16 NLT
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“But” compromises can ultimately be
Grab This!
Even though Lot had compromised his faith
Don’t Miss This!
It’s never

—

to end compromise.

With his own blood—not the blood of goats and calves—he entered the Most Holy
Place once for all time and secured our redemption forever Hebrews 9:12 NLT
Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. Do not let any
part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves
completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. Romans 6:12-13
NLT
After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and his allied kings, the king of
Sodom came out to greet him in the Valley of Shaveh, the King’s Valley. Melchizedek,
king of Salem, brought out bread and wine—he was priest of The High God—and
blessed him:
Blessed be Abram by The High God, Creator of Heaven and Earth. And blessed be The
High God, who handed your enemies over to you. Abram gave him a tenth of all the
recovered plunder The king of Sodom said to Abram Give me back the people but
keep all the plunder for yourself.” But Abram told the king of Sodom, “I swear to God,
The High God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, this solemn oath, that I’ll take nothing from
you, not so much as a thread or a shoestring. I’m not going to have you go around
saying, ‘I made Abram rich.’ Genesis 14:20-24 NLT
Lot Life “BUT” Lesson #5
•
When you keep God central in your life, you can always
compromises.

“but”

We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom
and understanding. Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and
your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn
to know God better and better Colossians 1:9-10 NLT

