|
|

A Journey Through Psalms
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Pastor Steve

The Church is the totality of the world-wide in Jesus Christ whose
names are written in the Lamb’s Book Of Life.

After this | looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb.” Revelation 7:9-10 NIV

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel — As we have already said, so now
| say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let
them be under God'’s curse! Galatians 1:6,9 NIV

Key Verses of the Day

| rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Our feet are
standing in your gates, Jerusalem. Jerusalem is built like a city that is closely
compacted together. That is where the tribes go up— the tribes of the Lord— to praise
the name of the Lord... Psalm 122:1-4 NIV

Grab This!
Worship is not about location... a building... a city or a temple... it’s about our

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. Yet a time is coming and has now
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. John 4:21,23 NIV

The Church Is...

1. A manifestation of the hearts of God’s people in praising his name.
| rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” — the tribes
of the Lord— to praise the name of the Lord... Psalm 122:1,4 NIV

The Church Is...

2. Comprised of people who are for God.

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for the
courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Psalm 84:1-2 NIV
You, God, are my God, earnestly | seek you: | thirst for you, my whole being longs for
you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water, Psalm 63:1 NIV

All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of
wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved. Ephesians 2:3-5 NIV

The Church Is...

3. A sanctuary for the and disheartened.

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she
may have her young— a place near your altar, Lord Almighty, my King and my God.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. As
they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of springs: the autumn rains
also cover it with pools. Psalm 84:3, 5&6 NIV




Don’t Miss This!

The Valley of Baka becoming a place of springs is a poetic picture of a group of God'’s
people traveling together through difficulties and challenges... but they call upon the
as they seek the temple of God.

Grab This!
We all have different ways that brokenness and pain manifests in our life, but we are all
on the same !

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6.2
Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Romans 12:15 NIV

The Church Is...
4. A place for believers to

They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion. Psalm 84:7 NIV

What does this verse mean?
Those who travel toward God actually grow stronger in their faith
the

And let us consider . )
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of domg, but enggu/:agmg_eﬂe
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25 NIV

Three powerful directives in Hebrews 10:24-25 for the believer:
Encouraging each other to iove well and do good.

« Meeting together regularly.
And encouraging each other to live for Christ.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and. to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. Acts 2:42: NIV

Grab This!
The Greek word used for “fellowship” is the word “koinonia” which means a

Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; | would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. Psalm 84:10
NIV

The Church Is...
5. An opportunity to

Praise the Lord, all vou servants of the Lord who minister by night in the house of the
Lord. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord. May the Lord bless you
from Zion, he who is the Maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 134 NIV

...serve one another humbly in love. Galatians 5:13 NIV

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10 NIV

Th i
How can you contribute to Christ's Church?



